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Hemorrhagic septicemia is distributed throughout the United States and Canada and is responsible for some confusion in the mind of the average stockman, because the diagnosis has been applied too loosely in many instances.
The symptoms shown by animals infected with this disease closely resemble several others and as a consequence mistakes have been made. The name itself is rather awesome. The writer will endeavor to describe the disease so the reader may have some conception of the obstacles that must be overcome before an accurate diagnosis can be made.
Cause and occurrence
Hemorrhagic septicemia of cattle is an infectious disease. The germ causing it is called Bacillus bovisepticus, the bovi part of the name meaning cattle and septicus a blood poisoning. The germ is almost everywhere in nature. A laboratory diagnosis is often difficult because certain harmless germs closely resemble this one. In some cases these seemingly harmless germs have so increased their virulence or disease-producing ability by passing through several animals as to be able, when injected into their blood, to kill guinea pigs. The germ of hemorrhagic septicemia is frequently present in the soil and is often found in the air passages of healthy animals. Seasonal or other changes may cause the disease to start at certain times. During particularly changeable or inclement weather, cattle seem to be more susceptible. The outbreaks do not spread from farm to farm and may disappear as suddenly as they begin. Cattle of all ages may be infected, but young animals seem to suffer most. Herds which are in poor condition are very susceptible. Cattle brought on the farm from stockyards are often in a run-down condition from prolonged travel and exposure. This accounts for the name stockyards fever. They may appear healthy when purchased at the stockyards, but soon after their arrival on the farm, the disease may appear. Like all septicemias or blood poisonings,